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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

Jackson County has experienced relatively mild population increases since

1910. Two decades, between 19^0 and i960 had an actual decrease in population

(see Chart l). However, between i960 and 1970, population growth on a per-

centage basis has increased twenty-one (21$) percent. Present population

projections indicate that the population of the county will increase by 1,^33

or six (6%) percent by 1980 and by l,06h or another six {6%) percent by 1990

(see Table l). Different things can affect population trends of the county

such as new major thoroughfares, large new industries or an increase in the

second home market. While the population of the county is expected to increase

slightly over the next sixteen (l6) years, notice should be taken that much

of the increase is expected to occur in Cullowhee Township due primarily to

Western Carolina University. Estimated population increases may also be

accounted for by second home development throughout the county. However, it

should be understood that second home residents are generally either in the

county temporarily or are retired persons. As a result, the second home pop-

ulation has a minor impact on the economy compared to that of permanent resi-

dents of the county.

While the county as a whole is increasing in population, only nine (9) of

the fifteen (15) townships are expected to increase in population over the next

ten (10) to sixteen (l6) years. Only one, Sylva, of the four incorporated

towns is expected to increase their population over the same period of time

(see Table l). These projections would tend to confirm earlier suggestions

about second home residents and college students accounting for much of the

Increase. Without these two (2) elements, or additional new job opportunities,
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